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* The term Great Commission is explained on the last page of this booklet.



A Culture of Teaching 
We help each other pursue Bible Literacy. 

Teaching the Bible is at the heart of everything we do, 
because every way we appropriate faith in our lives is 

dependent on our understanding of Scripture. The key 
question for every believer is this: What will you do with what 

has been given to you? 
- Joel Strahan 

Our church is continuously beginning new small groups who study the 
Bible together. It is the result of a culture of teaching taking root in our 
community. We are committed to raising up the next generation of Bible 
teachers, missionaries, and church planters. Out of almost every adult 
Bible study, we are seeing new teachers act on their burden to pass on 
what has been given to them by starting new groups of Bible Study. 

Expecting new teachers to be developed every year is important to us. 
We value it. We celebrate it. We beg the Lord for it. 
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MINISTRY

Sunday School (a wide variety of classes that provide community and the 
opportunity to pursue Bible Literacy) 

Children's Bible Study Classes (a wide variety of classes that focus on Bible 
Literacy, missions, and foundations for salvation) 

52 Week Studies through the entire Bible 

Short-term Bible Studies (a wide variety of studies that are topically based) 

In Home Bible Studies Focused on Evangelism 

In Home Bible Studies Focused on Discipleship



A Culture of Worship 
We help each other live a lifestyle of praise and 

thanksgiving. 
As the body of Christ, we should expect that our worship 

services are exciting, impactful, and significant to our 
community. However, we should also expect that our lives 

together are marked by an overflow of praise and thankfulness 
to God. 

- Joel Strahan 

Our church intentionally pursues a balance in the type of music we sing 
together and the styles of our corporate worship services. Because we 
are a diverse mixture of culture, preference, and social expression, our 
worship services reflect this diversity. We want to praise the Lord with 
every kind of music that allows us to express our praise, with every kind 
of offering that allows us to express our gratitude, and every kind of 
work that allows us to express our thanksgiving to God who has 
redeemed us. 

When we meet together for worship, we believe that everyone ought to 
be able to worship God in their heart expression. God's boundaries for 
worship never exclude any participation based on age or preference of 
worship style. One Sunday may feel contemporary and another service 
may feel traditional. One worship service may feature a choir and 
another worship service may feature a praise band. 

Our culture of worship extends beyond our corporate worship services. 
Our lives are a daily expression of worship. We sing together. We pray 
together. We study the Bible together. We work together. We play 
together. We help each other live lives of worship before the Lord. 

Adult Choir  

Praise Band 

Children’s Choir 

Special Drama Productions



A Culture of Reaching 
We help each other spread the gospel to the 

ends of the earth. 
When we commit to follow Christ, we are committing to spend 

the rest of our lives learning to make disciples. 
- Joel Strahan 

Our church sets Sunday afternoons and evenings aside for the work of 
evangelism and outreach. Our goal is to personally engage everyone 
who lives within a 20 mile drive of our campus with the gospel. Our 
evangelism strategy is simple. We want to meet as many people as 
possible. As a result of meeting us, they ought to hear the gospel. If the 
gospel stirs their hearts, we want to involve them in long-term exposure 
to the Bible. 

For more information about our evangelism and outreach ministry, 
please visit slaydenbaptist.com. We call our commitment to fulfill the 
Great Commission in our community, RE:20. 

One of my favorite Proverbs: 27:17. It says 
“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens 
another.” After reading through the the Bible 

last year and on the journey to finish my 
second read through this year, My wife and I 
have decided to help others understand the 

Bible by starting a new Bible study in our 
home in 2019.

- David Nelson



We help each other KNOW Christ. 
Everything we believe is informed by the Bible. 

God has made Himself known in the story of 
Scripture. 

We have a limited amount of time to understand how God has 
revealed Himself in Scripture, become expert communicators 

of it, and share it with the world. 
- Joel Strahan 

There are gaps in our knowledge of God, because there are gaps in our 
knowledge of Scripture. Knowing Christ is a lifetime pursuit. We 
understand that our life is a vapor (James 4:14). This truth forms the core 
value for our church. Every believer should be reading through God's 
word over and over until Jesus comes back or until we die.  

Two times every year, we participate in a celebration service, recognizing 
every member who has completed a read-through of the Bible. This is 
important to us. It is who we are. It is the commitment we make when 
we take our first step of faith to follow Christ. We must know Him. We 
must know how He revealed Himself in the story of Scripture. 
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MEMBERSHIP

After serving in Moscow, Russia as a 
missionary, my family returned home 

to Slayden. Now I enjoy leading 
some through the Bible in my home. 

It is much easier in English! 
(Picture taken in Moscow, Russia, 2016)

- Heather Strahan



We help each other RESPOND to 
Christ. 

Everything we are is a result of our salvation in 
Jesus Christ. 

As we read through Scripture, we see that every person of 
faith walked a faith-journey. God established their faith as they 

learned to obey His instructions, believe His promises, and 
trust the boundaries He placed around their lives. 

- Joel Strahan 

To be a member of Slayden Baptist Church, one must be saved. This 
simply means that every member of our church has responded to the 
gospel by faith and submitted to Jesus as Lord. Jesus' shed blood on 
the cross is our only hope for forgiveness of sins. Jesus' resurrection is 
our proof that He is able to keep His promises. Our only hope in this life 
is that Jesus will return in judgement as He promised. 

Although the members of our church are saved, we--like people of faith 
in the Bible--continue a struggle with sin. We must live a lifestyle of 
repentance and continue to grow in our faith. We can rest in God's 
promise to finish the work of faith that He began in us, but we 
understand that we are on a journey. 

 

We love investing in children's 
understanding of the Bible. As 

Sunday School teachers and Bible 
Drill Instructors, we have seen God 
work in the lives of many families in 

our church!

- Joe and Dinah Kay Lundine



We help each other FOLLOW 
Christ. 

Everything we do as a church is an attempt to 
fulfill the Great Commission. 

Before Jesus ascended into Heaven, He gave the church one 
job to do until He returns. Our commitment to follow Christ is 

ultimately a commitment to be disciple-makers. We are to 
make disciples of every nation. This is our job. We must work 

at this until Christ returns. 
- Joel Strahan 

The Great Commission is sufficiently explained in Matthew 28:18-20: 
18 Jesus came near and said to them, “All authority has been given to 
me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe everything I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.” 

Jesus commanded us to be disciple-makers. Every believer must answer 
the question: What will I do with what has been given to me. The 
members of our church help each other take steps to successfully pass 
on what has been given to us! 

 

We joined Slayden Baptist Church in 2016. 
Since then, we’ve formed vital friendships with 
other couples our age who are pursuing Christ. 

We are also involved in SBC’s basketball 
ministry—we play basketball with youth in our 
community, form relationships with them, and 
share the gospel. We love being a part of SBC!

- Jake and Ashleigh Omedeo
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